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Our mission is to exceed the expectations of our customers, the taxpayers, by 
operating at the highest levels of accuracy, cost-effectiveness, and 
accountability in a customer-centered environment.



Today’s 

Agenda

Quick overview and history of the 
Tennessee State Library & Archives

Learn how to navigate the Library & 
Archives’ website & catalog

Explore specific collections of 
records

Discover what Tennessee records are 
on Ancestry & FamilySearch

Your questions





• Before 1790 : North Carolina

• 1790 : Territory South of the River Ohio

• 1796 : Statehood

• 1854 : State Library created

• 1953 : Current building opened

• 2021 : New building opens











• Birth records 1908-1919

• Death records 1908-1969

• Marriage records 

1838*/1945*-1969

• Divorce records 1945*-1969



https://sos.tn.gov/tsla

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla




Library & Archives Catalog

https://tnsla.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/tnslapublic

https://tnsla.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/tnslapublic












County Records

• Genealogical Fact Sheets: 

https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/genealogical-fact-
sheets-about-tennessee-counties

• Inventories of County Records: 

https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/inventories-county-
records-microfilm

https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/genealogical-fact-sheets-about-tennessee-counties
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/inventories-county-records-microfilm


The “All-In-One” Genealogy 

Index Search

https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/search-all-collections

https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/search-all-collections


Genealogy Index Search
• Members of the Confederate Relief and Historical 

Association of Memphis

• Records of Ex-Soldiers in World War 1

• Spanish-American War

• Tennessee Confederate Pension Applications

• Tennessee Confederate Physicians

• Tennessee Confederate Soldiers' Home Applications and 
Ledgers

• Tennessee World War I Gold Star Records

• Tennessee World War I Veterans' Questionnaires

• Union Provost Marshal Files

• W. R. Cornelius Burial Records

https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/members-confederate-relief-and-historical-association-memphis
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/records-ex-soldiers-world-war-1
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/spanish-american-war
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-pension-applications
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-physicians
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-soldiers-home-applications-and-ledgers
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-world-war-i-gold-star-records
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-world-war-i-veterans-questionnaires
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/union-provost-marshal-files
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/w-r-cornelius-burial-records


Genealogy Index Search
• Acts of Tennessee 1796-1850

• Inmates of the Tennessee State Penitentiary 1831-
1850

• Inmates of the Tennessee State Penitentiary 1851-
1870

• Southern Claims Commission

• Tennessee Supreme Court Cases

• Index of Family Bible Records

• List of Family Bible Records

• Fort Negley

• Tennessee Biographical Index

https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/acts-tennessee-1796-1850
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/inmates-tennessee-state-penitentiary-1831-1850
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/inmates-tennessee-state-penitentiary-1851-1870
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/southern-claims-commission
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/tennessee-supreme-court-cases
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/index-family-bible-records?search_api_views_fulltext=&search_api_views_fulltext_2=&search_api_views_fulltext_1=&field_bible_status=10619
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/bible-records-pending
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/fort-negley
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/tennessee-biographical-index


Genealogy Index Search

• Davidson County Death Records 1900-1913

• Death Notices in Nashville Newspapers 
1855-1907

• Mt. Olivet Cemetery Interment Records

• Nashville Obituaries & Death Notices for 
1913

• TN Death Records 1908-1912

• Tennessee Death Records 1914-1933

https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/davidson-county-death-records-1900-1913
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/death-notices-nashville-newspapers-1855-1907
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/mt-olivet-cemetery-interment-records
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/nashville-obituaries-and-death-notices-1913
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/tennessee-death-records-1908-1912
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/tennessee-death-records-1914-1933


Supreme Court Cases
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/tennessee-supreme-court-cases

https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/tennessee-supreme-court-cases






Images Online:

• Union Provost Marshal Files

• Family Bible Records

• Records of Ex-Soldiers in World War I

• World War Gold Star Records

• Mt. Olivet Interment Records



https://tnsos.net/TSLA/Bibleproject/browse.php

https://tnsos.net/TSLA/Bibleproject/browse.php




https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/customizations/global/pages/index.html

https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/customizations/global/pages/index.html


Tennessee Virtual Archive













• World War I Service Records: 

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/customizati
ons/global/pages/collections/rg36/rg36.html

• World War I Gold Star Records:

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/customizati
ons/global/pages/collections/goldstar/goldstar.ht
ml

https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/customizations/global/pages/collections/rg36/rg36.html
https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/customizations/global/pages/collections/goldstar/goldstar.html




https://tnsos.org/tsla/imagesearch/index.php

https://tnsos.org/tsla/imagesearch/index.php




Patriot Paths

https://tnmap.maps.arcgis.com

/apps/MapSeries/index.html?a

ppid=32a9be43e2b44e00a67edfc

5ac2b7227

https://tnmap.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=32a9be43e2b44e00a67edfc5ac2b7227






Online Learning

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/videos

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/videos




What’s on 

Ancestry?

• TN City Birth Records 1881-1915

• TN City Death Records, 1872-1923

• TN Delayed Birth Records 1869 - 1909

• TN Death Records 1908-1965

• TN Early Tax List Records 1783-1895

• Tennessee, Early Land Registers, 1778-
1927

• TN Marriages 1780 - 2002 (incomplete)

• TN Wills and Probate Records 1779 - 2008

• TN 1891 Enumeration of Male Voters

• North Carolina and Tennessee, Early Land 
Records, 1753-1931

• North Carolina and Tennessee, 
Revolutionary War Land Warrants, 1783-
1843

https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/2491/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/5076/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/2282/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/2376/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/2883/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/landrecordstnnc/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/1169/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/9176/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/2884/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/2882/
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/search/collections/2885/


What’s on 
FamilySearch?

• TN Births, 1908-1912

• TN Deaths, 1914-1966

• TN Confederate Pension 

Applications



Chronicling America
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/tennessee/



Finally, a sneak peak of our 

future…



Photographs by Gordon Belt















Thank you!

Questions?


