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Chronicling the daily and/or weekly lives and local happenings within a community, newspapers are 

fantastic resources for tracing histories of individuals and local communities. Serving as daily or weekly 

chronicles within the local area, newspapers offer the researcher an opportunity to locate birth, 

marriage, and death notices, but also more importantly, their ancestors' stories. Ranging from court 

hearings to accountings of personal ailment and daily guests visiting the area, so much more is 

discoverable within these publications to assist the researcher in their family history research. 

Newspapers provide the foundational chronicling of a communities' daily history, such as club and social 

group activities, parties and celebrations, family visits or trips, legal issues, local stories, and so much 

more. 

 

National 

The following are websites to complete a broad search across the United States and other countries. 

 

U.S. Newspaper Directory <https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/>  

Hosted by the Library of Congress, the directory lists newspapers published in the United States from 

1690 to the present. Currently, the directory details 156,720 titles. Users can search by state, county, 

city, date range, keywords, frequency, language, and/or whether an ethnic or labor press. The results 

describe the newspaper including the title, place of publication, geographic coverage, publisher, dates of 

publication, description of the material such volume or edition numbers, frequency, language, subjects 

for catalog purposes, LCCN, OCLC number, preceding titles and succeeding titles. Users can view libraries 

that own the title and the MARC record for the entity. 

 

Chronicling America <https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/> 

Also hosted by the Library of Congress in conjunction with other organizations, the site currently has 

more than 17 million newspaper pages digitized covering 1789 to 1963. With several options to search 

the papers. The “Search Pages” tab is a simple search of keywords, state, and time period. The “All 

Digitized Newspapers” tab limits titles by state, ethnicity, or language. Finally, the “Advanced Search” 

tab permits the user to search by state, newspaper title, date range, language, and the ability to search 

for phrases, words within a specific proximity to each other, and the option of using and / or terms. 

The results include the newspaper image and OCR text for the page. Users have the option of saving the 

images as a PDF or JPG. 

  

Fulton History <https://www.fultonhistory.com/>  

Hosted by Thomas M. Tryniski, a researcher based in New York, who compiled more than 49 million 

newspaper images from across the United States and Canada. The user has the option to either browse 

or search the collection. Click on “browse my Archives,” then select the “Historical Newspapers United 
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States and Canada” cabinet option. Also available is an excel spreadsheet of newspapers that detail the 

newspaper title, location, and years covered as of 2020. The newspaper collections are alphabetical by 

city, state, and the newspaper title. Choose “Search My Archives” and search by name or keyword, using 

the Boolean, fuzzy, and phonic options. The location of the results are below the search box. The images 

are available as PDFs. 

 

Elephind.com <https://elephind.com/>  

A cloud-based product by Veridian Software Company, who works with universities and public libraries 

in the U.S. and other counties to make digital newspaper collections accessible. Currently, the site hosts 

4,267 newspaper titles totaling more than 3 million images. The newspapers cover the U.S., Australia, 

Mexico, New Zealand, and Singapore from 1800 to current. The search function on the site is simple, 

limiting options to keywords and names, date range, and sources. The facets on the results page permit 

the user to limit to specific states and decades. The results link to the digital images available from other 

online digital projects. 

 

The Ancestor Hunt: Newspaper Links & Obituaries <https://www.theancestorhunt.com/>   

Hosted by Kenneth R. Marks, a researcher based in Arizona, the site is a great central access point to 

historical newspapers from the U.S. and Canada. On the main page, click on the “Newspaper Links” tab 

and scroll through links that are alphabetical by state, specialized collections, such as ethic, religious, 

and occupational, then Canada provinces. Within each U.S. state section, the free historical newspaper 

links are initially by the digital provider then alphabetical by city. Currently the site provides access to 

30,200 links to free sites updated as of June 2020. On the main page, click on the “Obituaries” tab to 

scroll through the nearly 3,600 obituary links updated as of June 2020 

 

State 

Newspaper resources available from state organizations such as a state archives, state library, state 

genealogical society, or state historical society. 

 

Hoosier State Chronicles <https://newspapers.library.in.gov/>  

Hosted by the Indiana State Library, this site is an excellent example of access to local newspapers 

through a state library or state archives site. Currently, more than 1 million pages are available by either 

searching or browsing the newspapers. Users can search by name or keywords, can limit by dates, or by 

the newspaper title. The results include the page image and OCR text for the article. Images can be 

saved as JPGs. 

 

Indiana Genealogical Society <https://www.indgensoc.org/> 

The Indiana Genealogical Society prides itself on having a minimum of ten databases for each of the 

ninety-two counties. The site offers 2,317 databases, some being free and others for members-only, of 

which fourteen that are specific to newspapers. The state genealogical society is a great resource for 

discovering local collections. Located under the “Research” tab, the “County Addresses” option provides 

a contact for a genealogist, societies, libraries, and record-holders for each county. 
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Other notable state newspaper collections to consider: 

 Alabama Civil War and Reconstruction Newspapers 

<https://digital.archives.alabama.gov/digital/collection/cwnp> hosted by the Alabama 

Department of Archives & History. 

 Newspapers of Connecticut <https://cslib.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15019coll9> 

hosted by the Connecticut State Library. 

 Georgia Historic Newspapers <https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/> hosted by the 

Digital Library of Georgia. 

 Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections <https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/> hosted by University of 

Illinois Library. 

 Kansas Newspaper Database <https://www.kshs.org/p/kansas-newspaper-database-microfilm-

and-electronic/11528> and the Kansas Digital Newspapers Program 

<https://www.kshs.org/p/kansas-digital-newspaper-program/16126> hosted by the Kansas 

Historical Society. 

 Digital Commonwealth (Massachusetts) <https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/> hosted by 

the Boston Public Library. 

 Missouri Digital Heritage <https://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh/browse?id=12_6> hosted by the 

Missouri State Archives and Missouri State Library. 

 

Local 

Newspaper resources available from local organizations such as local public library, university library, 

local genealogical society, and local historical society. 

 

Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana <https://www.acgsi.org/records.php>  

Local society that provides a number of free and members-only databases created by members of the 

local organization. The site features eight databases specific to newspapers, which offers indexes and 

abstracts of articles concerning bastardy cases, divorces, insanity claims, obituaries, and unclaimed 

letters. 

 

Kalamazoo Public Library (MI) <https://www.kpl.gov/> 

An example of a local history collection in a public library that has indexed newspaper articles and 

obituaries from the local newspaper making them searchable within the local public libraries catalog 

system. Searching for a person’s name as a subject results in a catalog entry with each of the newspaper 

article citations. The user can then immediately request a copy of the article from the library. 

 

Quincy Public Library (IL) <https://www.quincylibrary.org/newspaper-archive/>  

An illustration of a history collection at a local library that created a newspaper archive of digitized 

images for six local papers ranging from 1835 through 1926. Users can search using and/or, exact, or 

none search phrases, by the newspaper name, or by date range. One can view the article, the full page, 

and OCR text. Images can be printed or emailed. 
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