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     The Genealogy Center of the Allen County Public Library is the largest genealogical collection in a 
public library in the United States. With more than 42,000 square feet of space, the Center houses millions 
of items in print, on microfilm, and online. The major collection focus is North America (U.S. and Canada), 
but we do have a large number of materials from Western Europe. It is also an affiliate of the Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City, which means that visitors have access to many digital items on the Familysearch 
website that are not viewable to the general public. The Genealogy Center does not specialize in Mennonite 
sources, but there are a large number of Mennonite and Anabaptist materials in the collection. It also owns 
more than 65,000 published family histories, many of which are of Mennonite origin. 
      A good place to begin research is with the online catalog, accessible through www.genealogycenter.org. 
You can search by surname, by place, or by subject such as “Mennonite.” There are also computers 
available for public use. These feature many online databases that are free to library users. Access numbers 
are available at the reference desk. Please remember if you need help, contact one of our staff members.  

 
 
Published Histories, Maps, and General Works 
 
 
Kraybill, Donald. Concise Encyclopedia of Amish, Brethren, Hutterites, and Mennonites. Baltimore: Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 2010. 929.102 An11kra 
 
Schroeder, William, and Helmut T. Huebert, Mennonite Historical Atlas. 2nd edition. Winnepeg: Springfield 

Publishers, 1996. 929.102 M52sc 
 
Thiessen, Jack. Mennonite Low German Dictionary. Madison: Max Kade Institute, 2003. 929.102 M52th. 
 
 

http://www.genealogycenter.org/


Directories (Selected) 
 
Garrett, O. A. Guidebook to Amish Communities across America. Kalona, Iowa: Hitching Post Enterprises, 

1996. 929.102 Am5ga 
 
Mennonite Church Directory. Harrisonburg, Virginia: Christian Light Publications, various years. 929.102 

M52mce 
 
 
Swiss Genealogical Sources 
 
Bangs, Jeremy Dupertuis. Letters on Toleration: Dutch Aid to Persecuted Swiss and Palatine Mennonites, 

1615-1699. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press, 2004. 929.102 M52ba 
 
Billeter-Sammlung: Julius Billeters Genealogische Arbeiten. Basel: Genealogisch-Heraldische 

Gesellschedt der Regio Basel, 2001. 949.4 B494b [Bibliography of genealogies compiled by Swiss 
researcher Julius Billeter.] 

 
Christen, Hans Rudolf. Emmentaler Geschlechter- und Wappenbuch. Switzerland: Fischer Media Verlag, 

1998. 949.4 C462e  
 
Faust, Albert. Lists of Swiss Emigrants in the Eighteenth Century to the American Colonies. 1920. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1976. 929.131 F27L 
 
Gratz, Delbert. Bernese Anabaptists and Their American Descendants. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1953. 

929.102 M52g 
 
______. Was Isch Dini Nahme? What Is Your Name: A Collection of Swiss Family Names. Morgantown, 

Pennsylvania: Masthof, 1997. 929.4 G77wa 
 
Lowry, James. Documents of Brotherly Love: Dutch Mennonite Aid to Swiss Anabaptists. 2 volumes. 

Millersburg, Ohio: Ohio Amish Library, 2007. 929.102 M525Lo 
 
Meier, Emil, et al. Swiss Surnames: A Complete Register. Camden, Maine: Picton Press, 1995. 949.4 Sw66. 
 
Moos, Mario von. Bibliography of Swiss Genealogies. Camden, Maine: Picton Press, 1993. 929.4 M789b 
 
Müller, Ernst. History of the Bernese Anabaptists. Aylmer, Ontario: Pathway Publishers, 2010. 929.102 

M52mu 
 
Peden, Monty. Anabaptist Families from Langnau, Switzerland, 1749-1875: An Abstract of Anabaptists 

Living in the Bishopric of Basel Who Entered in the Heimat Register of Langnau, (Canton Bern), 
Switzerland. Morgantown: Masthof, 2003. 949.45 P341a  

 
Rohrbach, Lewis Bunker. Guide to Swiss Genealogical Research. Rockland, Maine: Picton Press, 2010. 

929.131 R636g 
 
________. Introductory Guide to Swiss Genealogical Research. Rockport, Maine: Picton Press, 2004. 

929.131 R636i 
 



Zürcher, Isaac. Die Alttäuffer in Fürstbistum Basel, 1700-1890. Switzerland: Schweizerisches Vereins für 
Taufergeschichte, 1994. 949.4 Z87a 

 
 
American Genealogical Compilations about Mennonites and Amish 
 
Boldt, Andrea, et al. Mennonites in Transition: From Switzerland to America. Morgantown, PA: Masthof, 

1997. 929.102 M52meyi 
 
Davis, Richard Warren. Emigrants, Refugees, and Prisoners: An Aid to Mennonite Family Research. 3 

volumes. Provo, Utah: Richard Warren Davis, 1995. 929.102M52dr 
 
Gerlach, Horst. My Kingdom is not of this World: 300 Years of the Amish, 1683-1983. Morgantown, PA: 

Masthof, 2013. 929.102 Am5gh 
 
Gingerich, Hugh F. Amish and Amish Mennonite Genealogies. Morgantown, PA: Masthof, 2007. 929.102 

Am5fy  
 
Haury, David. Index to Mennonite Immigrants on United States Passenger Lists, 1872-1904. North Newton, 

Kansas: Mennonite Library and Archives, 1986. 929.102 M52gya 
 
Jones, Henry Z., and Lewis Bunker Rohrbach. Even More Palatine Families. Rockport, Maine: Picton 

Press, 2002. 929.13 J71ma 
 
Martin, Luke. A Vietnam Presence: Mennonites in Vietnam during the American War. Morgantown, PA: 

Masthof, 2016. 929.102 M52mart 
 
Springer, Nelson, and A. J. Klassen. Mennonite Bibliography, 1631-1961. 2 volumes. Scottdale, PA: Herald 

Press, 1977. 929.102 M52sp 
 
Strassburger, Ralph Beaver, and William J. Hinke. Pennsylvania German Pioneers: A Publication of the 

Original Lists of Arrivals in the Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808. Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 1966. 974.8 St81pb 

 
Yoder, Don. Pennsylvania German Immigrants, 1709-1786. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1980. 

974.8 Y73p 
 
 
German, French, Canadian, and Russian Mennonite Resources 
 
 
Dyck, John, and William Harms. Reinlӓnder Gemeinde Buch, 1880-1903, Manitoba, Canada. Winnipeg: 

Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society, 1994. 971.2702 R34r 
 
Guth, Hermann. Amish Mennonites in Germany: Their Congregations, the Estates Where They Lived, Their 

Families. Morgantown, PA: Mastof, 1995. 929.102 Am5gu 
 
Krehbiel, James W. Swiss Russian Mennonite Families before 1874 from the Michelsdorf, Michalin, 

Eduardsdorf, Horodyszcze, Waldheim, Zahoriz, and Kutusovka Congregations. Elverson, PA: Olde 
Springfield Shoppe, 1995. 929.131 K87s  

 



Plett, Delbert. Leaders of the Mennonite Kleine Gemeinde in Russia, 1812 to 1874. Steinbach, Manitoba: 
Crossway Publications, 1993. 929.102 M52Le 

 
________. Pioneers and Pilgrims: The Mennonite Kleine Gemeinde in Manitoba, Nebraska, and Kansas, 

1874-1882. Steinbach, Manitoba: D.F.P. Publications, 1990. 929.102 M52pi 
 
Rempel, Peter. Mennonite Migration to Russia, 1788-1828. Winnipeg: Manitoba Mennonite Historical 

Society, 2000. 947.71 R288m 
 
Schapansky, Henry. Mennonite Migrations (and the Old Colony, Russia). Rosenort, Manitoba: Country 

Graphics and Printing, 2006. 947.71 Sch166m 
 
Springer, Joe. Montbéliard Mennonite Church Register, 1750-1958. 2 volumes. Goshen, Indiana: 

Mennonite Historical Society, 2015. 944 Sp83mo 
 
 
Genealogical and Historical Journals 
 
Der Reggeboge (The Rainbow) (Pennsylvania German Society), vol. 1-, 1967-. 974.8 R262 
 
Illinois Mennonite Heritage Quarterly (Illinois Mennonite Historical and Genealogical Society), vol. 1-, 

1974-. 977.3 M527aa 
 
Mennonite Family History, vol. 1-, 1982-. 929.102 M52mfh  
 
Mennonite Quarterly Review (Mennonite Historical Society), vol. 1-, 1927-. 929.102 M52mq 
 
Mennonite Research Journal (Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society), vol. 1-18, 1960-1977. 929.102 

M52mjr 
 
Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage (Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society), vol. 1-, 1978-. 974.8 P3861. 
 
Online Sources 
 
Ancestry. www.ancestry.com 
 
Find My Past. www.findmypast.com (including the Periodical Source Index). 
 
My Heritage. www.myheritage.com 
 
Google Earth (www.google.com/earth) and various Satellite Maps. 
 
Staatsarchiv des Kantons Bern (State Archives of Canton Bern, Switzerland). Kirchenbücher (Church 
books). Free online portal to image of Reformed Church records in Canton Bern.  
https://www.query.sta.be.ch/archivplansuche.aspx?ID=37 
 
“Switzerland, Church Records, 1277-1992,” Familysearch Online portal to church record images, but it 
requires being in an affiliated library with the Family History Library. 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1640373 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
http://www.google.com/earth
https://www.query.sta.be.ch/archivplansuche.aspx?ID=37
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1640373

