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Company employee magazines (formerly referred to as “house organs”) are perhaps one of the 

most underutilized genealogical resources for researching twentieth-century ancestors. These 

magazines are often jam-packed with information on our ancestors. Types of articles that 

frequently appear in these magazines include articles on employees’ hobbies, military service, 

and family vacations; birth, death, and marriage announcements of employees and their 

families; photographs of employees' children; articles and photos of employee sports teams; 

and announcements of promotions and retirements. 

It’s rare to find employee magazines that have been digitized, but here are a couple of 

examples of ones that are available online: 

• Frisco System Magazine/The Frisco-Man/The Frisco Employes’ Magazine (employee 

magazines of the St. Louis–San Francisco Railway [aka “The Frisco”]), 1902–1935, 

Springfield–Greene County [Missouri] Public Library website, 

http://thelibrary.org/lochist/frisco/magazines/magazines.cfm 

• The Wingfoot Clan newsletters (published by the Goodyear Company in Akron, Ohio), 

1939–1946, Summit Memory website, 

http://www.summitmemory.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/AkronNP01 

The Missouri Historical Society Library & Research Center holds runs of numerous St. Louis–

area employee magazines, many of which are indexed in the Genealogy and Local History 

Index (genealogy.mohistory.org). 

A publication titled Printers’ Ink Directory of House Organs, published in the 1940s and 1950s, 

contains a listing of company employee magazines arranged alphabetically by state and city. 

So, if you know the name of the company an ancestor worked for, you can consult this 

publication to determine if that company published an employee magazine and, if so, what the 

title of the magazine was. For a list of employee magazines published in 1925, see Employee 

Magazines in the United States (New York: National Industrial Conference Board Inc., 1925). 

Once you determine the title of an employee magazine, consult Worldcat.org to try to locate 

which libraries hold issues of the magazine. Then search for the magazine title in Google Books 

(https://books.google.com/) and the HathiTrust Digital Library (https://www.hathitrust.org/) in 

case issues of the magazine have been digitized. Also search Google and sites like eBay, which 

often has issues of employee magazines for sale. 

If the company is still in existence, contact the company to see if they retain a collection of old 

employee magazines. 

 



 

Photo of covers of several St. Louis company employee magazines. 

 

 

Image from Printers’ Ink Directory of House Organs (1947) showing some of the employee 

magazine titles published in St. Louis. 



Here are some examples of the genealogically valuable content in company employee 

magazines: 

  

Union Electric Magazine, May 1935   Pet Milk Magazine, May 1954 

  

Pullman News, June 1923 Missouri Pacific Magazine, 

November 1948 

 



Trade journals focus on a trade or industry and can also include valuable information about our 

late nineteenth-century and twentieth-century ancestors. Digitized trade journals can sometimes 

be found on sites such as Google Books (https://books.google.com/) and the HathiTrust Digital 

Library (https://www.hathitrust.org/). 

Here are some examples of the genealogically valuable content in trade journals: 

  

The Painter and Decorator, December 1911  Meyer Brothers Druggist, December 1918 

 

   

The Typographical Journal, Feb. 18, 1896  The Railroad Telegrapher, March 1900 


