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Types of Tax Records 

1. Real estate or land taxes 

2. Personal Property taxes 

3. Estate taxes 

4. Federal taxes 

5. Other (tithes, licenses, road work) 

 

Challenges of Using Tax Records 

1. Difficult to locate and access in many places (many not filmed or digitized) 

2. Difficult to interpret – did not always follow the same prescribed form 

3. Difficult to read handwriting and marks 

4. Time-consuming to study in totality  

 

Benefits of Using Tax Records 

1. Land taxes offer direct proof for connecting a person with a specific location  

2. Can help document migration patterns/ settlement dates and departures 

3. More specific in many respects than census records because taken more often 

4. Confirm land ownership and number of acres owned 

5. Personal Property taxes offer evidence of landless and less wealthy people 

6. Can help differentiate two or more people of the same name living in the same locality 

7. Provide indirect evidence of age, such as when a person appears for the first time at 21 

8. Can help document year of a person’s death 

9. Can help determine the wealth of an individual relative to others in vicinity 

10. Provide clues to the possibility of other records: deeds, wills, probate files 

11. Valuable as census substitutes (especially in places where censuses are lost) 

 

Strategies for Analyzing Tax Records 

1. Search all other relevant county documents about the family (deeds, wills, court records, etc.) before or concurrent 

to researching the tax records 

2. Know the geographical history of the place (parent counties, boundary changes, etc.) 

3. Understand the tax laws in the state for time and place being studied 

4. Know where to find the records (published, microfilm, digital, or original volumes) 

5. Search the lists thoroughly, looking at all available years and going through the entire list, transcribing all pertinent 

details 
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Websites 

 

Ancestry (especially for Pennsylvania tax lists). 

 

FamilySearch (numerous lists for most states). 

 

Binns Genealogy www.binnsgenealogy.com, indexes and images of Virginia lists 

 

 

 

http://www.binnsgenealogy.com/

