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Let’s Talk: Where Are the Women? 
The Genealogy Center  
Genealogy@ACPL.Info  

Research Guides and Articles:  
● A Timeline of Naturalization Laws Impacting Women 

○ https://familytreemagazine.com/freebie/womens-naturalization-laws-
timeline/   

● National Women’s History Museum - Research Resources 
○ https://www.womenshistory.org/research-resources  

● Library of Congress – Female Ancestors: Finding Women in Local History and 
Genealogy 

○ https://guides.loc.gov/female-ancestors/introduction  
● Library of Congress - Digital Collections 

○ The Library of Congress has several digital collections dedicated to 
women’s history.  

○ https://www.loc.gov/collections/?fa=subject_topic:women%27s+history&q=
Women  

● American Women: A Guide to Women's History Resources at the Library of 
Congress 

○ https://guides.loc.gov/american-women  
● Amy Johnson Crow, “3 Practical Strategies for Finding Female Ancestors”  

○ https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/3-practical-strategies-finding-female-
ancestors/  

● Amy Johnson Crow, “Unusual  Sources for Finding Female Ancestors”  
○ https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/female-ancestors/  

● Cyndi’s List - Female Ancestors 
○ https://www.cyndislist.com/female  

● Marian L. Smith, “‘Any woman who is now or may hereafter be married . . .’ 
Women and Naturalization, ca. 1802–1940”  

○ https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-
and-naturalization-1.html 
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● FamilySearch Blog, “3 Ways to Unravel the Mysteries of Women in Your Family 
Tree”  

○ https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/3-ways-to-unravel-the-mysteries-
of-women-in-your-family-tree  

● FamilySearch Research Wiki: Introduction to Tracing Women 
○ https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Introduction_to_Tracing_Women_(

National_Institute)  
● FamilySearch Research Wiki: Tracing Women Using Home and Family Sources 

○ https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Tracing_Women_Using_Home_an
d_Family_Sources_(National_Institute)  

● FindMyPast: How to find the maiden names of women in your family tree 
○ https://www.findmypast.com/blog/help/how-to-find-the-maiden-names-

of-women-in-your-family-tree  
● Frankel, Noralee. “From Slave Women to Free Women: The National Archives and 

Black Women's History in the Civil War Era.” Prologue 29, no. 2 (1997):  
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1997/summer/slave-women  

 

Databases & Other Resources:  
● Newspapers! 

○ Newspapers, particularly sections such as the society pages, are an 
important resource to researching your female ancestors.  

○ Pro tip: Search for both your ancestor’s name and her husbands. Often 
women appear in the paper under their husband’s name instead of their 
own.  

○ For an intro to newspaper research, watch “‘A Nation Talking to Itself’: Intro 
to Newspaper Research” (handout in the description) 

■ https://youtu.be/TTZTYOqkBII  
● Military Pensions 

○ Military pensions can be a gold mine of information on veterans, their 
dependents, and their widows. Depending on the war you are researching, 
you might be able to find the military pension you need on Fold3 or at 
NARA.  

○ “How to Maximize Your Search Using Fold3” - https://youtu.be/oBv7-Zt5YGs  
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● Resources for researching rabble rousing ladies (in addition to newspapers):  
○ FBI Case Files on Fold3 

■ https://www.fold3.com/publication/74/fbi-case-files  
○ Ancestry: England, Suffragettes Arrested, 1906-1914  

■ https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61005/  
○ FindMyPast: Suffragette Collection 

■ https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/suffragette-
collection  

● Records of the National Association of Colored Women's Clubs, 1895-1992  
○ https://www.worldcat.org/title/records-of-the-national-association-of-

colored-womens-clubs-1895-1992/oclc/29594799   
● Discovering American Women's History Online 

○ This database from the Middle Tennessee State University's Walker Library 
provides access to digital collections of primary sources (photos, letters, 
diaries, artifacts, etc.) that document the history of women in the United 
States. 

○ https://digital.mtsu.edu/digital/collection/women  
● ArchiveGrid 

○ If you think your ancestor might have had an interest in joining labor or 
suffrage organizations, the records for those local branches often will live 
within the manuscript collection of an archive or library (assuming they 
survived). ArchiveGrid is a helpful resource for finding those institutions 
where you might find records.  

○ https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/  
● Independent Order of Odd Fellows - The Sovereign Grand Lodge 

○ If your ancestor was in an organization like the Daughters of Rebekah, 
researching the organization is a great way to add color to your female 
ancestor’s story 

○ https://odd-fellows.org/history/genealogy-research/  
● Mission of Our Lady of the Rosary for the Protection of Irish Immigrant Girls 

○ During their first twenty-five years, the Mission served over 100,000 of the 
some 307,823 Irish girls who arrived in the Port of New York. They found 
jobs for 12,000. 

○ Records of 60,000 Irish women who traveled to New York: 
https://archives.irishmissionatwatsonhouse.org/  
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Additional Book Suggestions: 
 
Andrews, William L. Journeys in New Worlds Early American Women's Narratives. 

Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 1990. ACPL Call #: 973.2 J82AW 
 
Andrews, William L., ed. Sisters of the spirit: three Black women's autobiographies of the 

nineteenth century. ACPL Call #: 973.068 SI846  
 
Andrews, William L., ed. Six Women’s Slave Narratives. Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 

1989. ACPL Call #: 973 Si97  
 
Bataille, Gretchen M., and Laurie Lisa. Native American Women: A Biographical 

Dictionary. New York, NY: Routledge, 2001. ACPL Call #: 970.1 N2155 
 
Beddoe, Deirdre. Discovering Women's History: A Practical Guide to Researching the  

Lives of Women since 1800. London: Routledge, 2017. ACPL Call #: 929 B392D 
 
Brandt, Susan H. Women Healers Gender, Authority, and Medicine in Early Philadelphia.  

Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2022.  
ACPL Call #: 974.802 P53bs 

 
Bynum, Victoria E. Unruly Women: The Politics of Social and Sexual Control in the Old 

South. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1992.  
ACPL Call #: 973.7 N81B 
 

Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo. A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering Your Female  
Ancestors. Cincinnati, OH: Betterway Books, 1998. ACPL Call #: 929 C199F 

 
Croly, J. C. History of the Women’s Club Movement in America. New York: H. G. Allen & 

co., 1898. ACPL Call #: 973 C879  
 
Davies, Owen. America Bewitched: The Story of Witchcraft after Salem. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2013. ACPL Call #: 973 D286am 
 
Diner, Hasia. Erin’s Daughters in America: Irish Immigrant Women in the Nineteenth  

Century. John Hopkins University Press, 1983.  ACPL Call #: 973.004 D61E  
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Dubrow, Gail, and Jennifer Goodman. Restoring Women’s History through Historic 
Preservation. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003.  
ACPL Call #: 973 R313   

 
Fowler, William W. Women on the American Frontier, a Valuable and Authentic History. 

Bowie, Md. : Heritage Books, 1994. ACPL Call #: 973 F822fa  
 
Grimes, Sonita. Women of Note: African American Cultural Complex Biographies. 

Raleigh, NC: African American Cultural Complex Museum, 2009.  
ACPL Call #: 973.068 W842AF  
 

Grundset, Eric, Briana L. Diaz, and Hollis L. Gentry. America's Women in the 
Revolutionary Era: A History through Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution, 2011. ACPL Call #: 973.3 G925AM (3 
vols.) 

 

Hagist, Don N. Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in 
American Newspapers, 1770-1783. Yardley, Pennsylvania : Westholme Publishing, 
2016. ACPL Call # 973 H123wi  

 
Hardy, Lyda Mary. Women in U.S. History: A Resource Guide. Englewood, CO: Libraries 

Unlimited, 2000. ACPL Call #: 973 H22w  
 
Kyle, Noeline. Finding Florence, Maude, Matilda, Rose: Researching and Writing Women 

into Family History. St Agnes SA: Published by Unlock the Past, 2013.  
ACPL Call #: 929 K97FA  

 
Kaufman, Polly Welts, and Katharine T. Corbett. Her Past around Us: Interpreting Sites 

for Women’s History. Malabar, FL: Krieger, 2003. ACPL Call #: 973 H225  
 
Lynch-Brennan, Margaret. Irish Bridget: Irish Immigrant Women in Domestic Service in  

America, 1840-1930. New York, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2014.  
ACPL Call #: 973 L992I 

 
Mankiller, Wilma, et al., Reader’s Companion to Women’s History. Boston, MA: Houghton 

Mifflin Co., 1998.  ACPL Call #: 973 R227man  
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McCurry, Stephanie. Women's War: Fighting and Surviving the American Civil War. 

Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press, 2021. ACPL Call #: 973.7 M458w 
 
Newby, Jennifer. Womens Lives - Researching Women's Social History 1800-1939. Pen & 

Sword Books Ltd, 2011.  ACPL Call #: 942 N429WO 
 
O'Sullivan, Patrick. Irish Women and Irish Migration. London: Leicester University Press,  

1997. ACPL Call #: 941.5 IR49 
 
Redfern, Bernice. Women of Color in the United States: A Guide to the Literature. New 

York: Garland, 1989. ACPL Call #:  973 R247w  
 
Ross, Carl, and Marianne Wargelin Brown. Women Who Dared: The History of Finnish  

American Women. St. Paul, MN: Immigration History Research Center, University 
of Minnesota, 1986. ACPL Call #: 929.11 W842 

 
Salmon, Marylynn. Women and the Law of Property in Early America. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1986. ACPL Call #: 929 Sa3w  
 
Schaefer, Christina K. The Hidden Half of the Family: A Sourcebook for Women's 

Genealogy. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Pub. Co., 2006. ACPL Call #: 929 SCH13HI 
 

Seeley, Charlotte Palmer. American Women and the U.S. Armed Forces: A Guide to the 
Records of Military Agencies in the National Archives Relating to American 
Women. ACPL Call #: 973 Am362  

 
Smith, Ethel Farrington. Colonial American Doctresses: A Genealogical and Biographical 

Account of Women Who Practiced Medicine and Chirurgery in Colonial America. 
Boston, MA: Newbury Street Press, 2003. ACPL Call #: 973 SM558CO 

 
Smith, Jessie Carney. Notable Black American Women. Detroit: Gale Research,  

1992. ACPL Call #: 973.068 N843SM (3 vols.) 
 
Telgen, Diane and Jim Kamp. Notable Hispanic American Women. Detroit: Gale 

Research, 1993. ACPL Call #: 929.11 N843TE  
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Thomas, Veronica G. African American Women: An Annotated Bibliography. Westport, 
CT: Greenwood Press, 2001. ACPL Call #: 973.068 T362AF 

 

Tinling, Marion. Women Remembered: A Guide to Landmarks of Women’s History in the 
United States. ACPL Call #: 973 T49w  

 
Ward, Margaret. The Female Line: Researching Your Female Ancestors. Newbury,  

Berkshire: Countryside, 2003. ACPL Call #: 942 W215F 
 
Ward, Margaret. Female Occupations: Women’s Employment, 1850-1950. Newbury, 

England: Countryside Books, 2008. ACPL Call #: 942 W215fe  
 
Whites, LeeAnn, and Alecia P. Long. Occupied Women Gender, Military Occupation, and 

the American Civil War. Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 2012. 
ACPL Call #: 973.74 AA1WL 

 
Wood, Kirsten E. Masterful Women: Slaveholding Widows from the American 

Revolution through the Civil War. Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North 
Carolina Press, 2005. ACPL Call #: 975 W851M 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Genealogy Center 
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