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Deciphering difficult handwriting, regardless of the era of the document, is a skill that takes
some practice, but it will improve over time. Start slow, be patient with yourself, and be willing to
take a break from staring at a document for too long.

Basic Tips & Suggestions
e Document Identification
o  What kind of document is it, and what time period is it from?
o Become familiar with “standard language” used in certain documents (ex:
deeds, wills, church records, etc.)
Compare, contrast, & look for context clues
o Read through the entire document and compare the sections, words, and
letters that you can read with those that you cannot.
o The content of the entire document can often help you determine what the
words you are having trouble with say.
Use Resource Guides — *See the FamilySearch Research Wiki section below. *
o  Word Lists & Dictionaries
o Language Guides
o  Gazetteers & Place Name Guides
Make a copy of the original for notations
o Drawing lines between letters
o  Writing the words legible words to help you compare the illegible words can
help.
Create a transcription
o  This can help you work through a difficult to read document and provide a
copy that will be easier to quickly reference in the future.
Digitally enhance the image
o Enlarge it on your computer and adjust the brightness and contrast to create
a (hopefully) more legible image.
Don't be afraid to get another opinion!




Periodical Source Index (PERSI) Articles on Handwriting
e https://www.genealogycenter.info/persi/

FamilySearch Research Wiki:
e Genealogical Word Lists:

o https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogical _Word_Lists

o (Gazetteers:

o https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Gazetteers

e [talian Handwriting:
o https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Italy_Handwriting

BYU Script Tutorial: https://script.byu.edu/
e English

German

Dutch

Spanish

Portuguese

Latin

French

Italian
Alphabet charts: https://script.byu.edu/Pages/the-english-documents-pages/en-

alphabet

Where to find Gazetteers:
e Libraries & Archives

o Search https://www.worldcat.org/ for physical books near you
o Don't forget about digital collections!

Internet Archive — https://archive.org/

FamilySearch Books (check the research wiki as well)
o https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/

Google Books — https://books.google.com/

Hathi Trust — https://www.hathitrust.org/

Ancestry “Maps, Atlases, & Gazetteers” collection
o https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/44/

“Translating Secretary Hand,” Genlinks Genealogy Help

e http://www.jaydax.co.uk/genlinks/translatingsecretaryvhand.htm
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Free Online Photo Editing
e Canva — https://www.canva.com/

e PixlIr — https://pixlr.com/editor/
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