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Gateway to the West

Genealogical Resources at 
the Missouri State Archives

John Dougan,  
State Archivist

Missouri State Archives

Resources available
online at: 

www.sos.mo.gov/archives
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Missouri State Archives
• Created by the Missouri Legislature in 

1965

• Repository for state records of 
permanent and historical value

• Holdings date from 1770 to the present

• State records, county and municipal 
records on microfilm; manuscript and 
reference collections.

• 336 million+ pages of paper; 830,000 photographs; 9,000 
maps; 70,000 reels of county records on microfilm, 1,200 
cubic feet of published state documents.
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Missouri Digital Heritage

• Over 500 collections

• More than 9 million records 

• Includes collections from  
94 institutions across the 
state

– Missouri State Archives

– State Historical Society of 
Missouri

– University of Missouri
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County Histories

• 117 volumes

• All counties are covered within a region if not an 
individual volume

• Early history of settlement and civic establishments, 
biographical sketches

• Embellished stories, entertaining tidbits
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Missouri County Plat Books

• A selection of county 
atlases and plat books 
from all over the state 
published from 1875-1930.

• Currently contains 141 
volumes
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MDH Collections

• Missouri Fire 
Insurance Maps

• Ozarks Digital 
Library
– Black Families 

of the Ozarks
– Green County 

Missouri 

• Polk City 
Directories, 
1859-1925, 
Hannibal, MO

• Sprague Funeral 
Home Ledgers, 
1922-1974, 
Palmyra
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MDH Collections

• Questions about a collection or to request 
higher resolution copies?

• Contact information is at the bottom of 
each page
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www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/resources

• Missouri State Archives Databases with 
specialized search interfaces:

– Death Certificates, 1910-1970

– Birth & Death Records, Pre-1910

– *Naturalizations, 1816-1955

– State Penitentiary, 1836-1931

– Census/Tax Records, 1752-2004

– *Land Records, 1803-1969

– Soldiers: War of 1812 – World War I

– *Coroner’s Inquests, 1824-1979

– *Civil War Provost Marshal Papers

– *County Judicial Records, various

– *Supreme Court, 1800-1888
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Missouri State Archives: 

Death Certificates, 1910-1970
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Death Certificate Indexing

https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/about/Volunteers 
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Missouri State Archives: 

Pre-1910 Birth and Death Records

• Birth and Death Records were not required prior to 
1910

• From 1883-1893 state law recommended that counties 
record births and deaths

• Database does not include all counties – contact the 
Archives if the county you need is not listed

• Index and transcript only, no images

• Try the first few letters and spelling variations
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Missouri State Archives: 

Military Records

– Civil War (1861-1865)

– World War I (1917-1918)

– Mexican War (1846-1848)

– Spanish-American War 

(1898)

– War of 1812, Black Hawk 

War (1832), Heatherly War 

(1836), Osage War (1837), 

Seminole War (1837), 

Mormon War (1838), Iowa 

―Honey War (1839), SW 

Expedition (1855-1861), 

Post-Civil War Enrollments 

(1865-1866)
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Missouri State Archives

Missouri State Penitentiary Records

• Registers are online

from 1836-1931

• MSA holds Registers from 

1836-1987

• Mugshots begin in 1928

• Inmates may also be 

referenced in other record 

groups, including 

Governors’ Pardon Papers, 

Extraditions or 

Commutations
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Missouri State Archives

Censuses and Tax Lists
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Missouri State Archives: 

Judicial Records

• Index includes court cases from 35 counties

• Courts with images online:

– Greene County Circuit (1856-1873)

– Jasper County Circuit (1860-1876)

– New Madrid County Probate (1805-1830) 

– St. Charles County Chancery Court (1805-1835) 

– St. Louis City Probate (1876-1900) 

– St. Louis County Probate (1804-1876) 

– Ste. Genevieve County Circuit (1804-1819)

– Worth County Circuit (1861-1899)
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www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/county/croll
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600 West Main Street
P.O. Box 1747
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(573) 751-3280
archives@sos.mo.gov

www.sos.mo.gov/archives

www.facebook.com/missouri
statearchives
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