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Basic Strategies  

● Name Variations 

○ Search for all of the variant names (maiden name, married name, first initial married 

name, nicknames etc.) 

○ Keep in mind, you might see different names/nicknames on different records  

■ Example: Margaret, Marge, Mary, Meggy, Meg, Peggy, Peg, etc.  

● Timelines and Social History 

○ Make a timeline of everything you know about your female ancestor and compare that to 

a historical timeline. Doing this gives historical context to your ancestor’s life and might 

give you a few clues along the way!  

○ Our Timelines is a good resource for that: http://ourtimelines.com/   

● Ask questions 

○ If you can, ask your relatives! Even if your mother, or grandmother is no longer alive, try 

reaching out to an extended cousin. You never know what information might have been 

passed down.  

● Records 

○ Search for her under both her married and maiden name. In some cultures (Louisiana is a 

prime example), women used their maiden names on official records.  

○ Don’t assume a record won’t have the information you need on a female ancestor without 

looking. Sometimes checking something that is a “long-shot” turns out to be gold! 

○ Understand the laws specific to women. Schaefer’s book The hidden half of the family: a 

sourcebook for women's genealogy provides a synopsis of laws by state. 

○ Best Websites for Tracing Women: 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Best_Websites_for_Tracing_Women_(National_In

stitute)  

● Don’t forget about the FAN Club!  

○ Look for your female ancestor in records for other people such as her father, husband, 

brothers, or other men she might be associated with. Include neighbors or other people 

outside of the immediate family that she might have interacted with.  

○ FAN Club explanation: https://lisalouisecooke.com/2016/10/29/genealogy-fan-

club/#:~:text=Using%20the%20FAN%20club%20principle,hints%20for%20your%20ow

n%20research.  

● Diaries and Letters 

○ If you don’t have your ancestor’s diaries or letters, it’s worth reading the journals and 

writings of other community members because they might also mention your ancestor or 

provide historical context to the community in that time period.  

■ Check with the library and/or historical society near where your ancestor lived to 

see what is available.  
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